
	

	

 
MSD’s clAIRity Update – February 15, 2024  

 
MSD’s clAIRity Program is our ongoing work to mitigate the natural odor related to organic materials that 
decompose as a part of wastewater treatment and management. This monthly brief provides updates on the 
status of various projects under the clAIRity initiative over the past month. 
 
January rain helped ease drought conditions 
While December was the 25th driest December on record*, January saw significant rainfall toward the later 
part of the month, easing drought conditions and helping flush MSD’s underground network of pipes. 

*source: National Integrated Drought Information System, drought.org  
 
Response to Odor Reports 
In January, MSD received 25 requests from 14 different ZIP codes for service related to odor, down 85 
percent from December. Each service request results in an MSD crew investigating and responding as 
appropriate. The majority of service calls were related to odors surrounding catch basins or manhole covers, 
and MSD crews on-site cleaned and deodorized the unit, and in some cases vacuumed out heavy debris. A 
couple service calls found odor sources unrelated to MSD, including private dumpsters that were 
overflowing.  
 
Shawnee CSO Basin Cleaning 
Scheduled maintenance to clean MSD’s Combined Sewer Overflow Basin, underneath Shawnee Park’s 
Great Lawn, began in January and is expected to be complete in May. This project will improve the function 
of the 26.3 million gallon storage basin, and help mitigate odor.  
 
Neighborhood Catch Basins 
“Untrapped” and outdated catch basins can be a source of odor. MSD replaced 29 catch basins across West 
Louisville in 2023, and has 214 more catch basins programmed for replacement. The next phase of basin 
replacements are currently out for bids with construction contractors. 
 
Improvements Coming to Morris Forman 
MSD is investing $255 million in the Morris Forman Water Quality Treatment Center, Kentucky’s largest 
wastewater treatment facility, to replace the outdated biosolids processing system with a modern, efficient 
facility. This transformation will boost capacity, efficiency and sustainability, while also helping mitigate odors 
from the plant. MSD anticipates project completion by 2026. 
 
 
For more information or to report an odor, visit LouisvilleMSD.org/odor or call 502.540.6000. 
 
 
About MSD 
The Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD) works to achieve and maintain clean, environmentally safe waterways for a 
healthy and vibrant community. More than 670 employees provide wastewater management, drainage and flood protection services across 
the 376 square miles of Louisville Metro and wastewater service in portions of Bullitt and Oldham Counties. In addition to operating and 
maintaining Louisville Metro’s sewer system, floodwall system, water quality treatment centers and flood pumping stations, MSD invests in 
hundreds of infrastructure improvement projects each year, plants more than 1,000 trees and other vegetation annually to enhance water 
filtration and reduce runoff, and provides numerous outreach programs to inform and educate the community about protecting our waterways. 
 
 
 
 


