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Upgrading Catch Basins to Reduce Odor

Catch basins play an important role in collecting stormwater. Yet, during extended periods of dry 
weather, these basins can be a source of odor that naturally occurs when materials decompose – 
particularly in the older parts of the city where stormwater and wastewater flows through the 
same underground pipes.
 
MSD launched the clAIRity program to educate and inform area residents about odor-reduction 
efforts and encourage residents to report odors so that MSD can address them. 

As part of this, MSD is systematically updating catch basins built without traps (think about the 
curved pipe under a kitchen sink that uses water to prevent odors from escaping) to help reduce 
odor. Repairs at 20 Park DuValle catch basins are complete with 75 repairs slated next for the 
California neighborhood, with Chickasaw, Shawnee and Taylor Berry to follow. 
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More than 200,000 people

137,000 structures

$34 billion in property$
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CSF 1 Key Metrics
(Fiscal 2021/22)
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CSF 2 Key Metrics
(Fiscal 2021/22)
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97.2% on time, across 354 appraisals

Rating: 5/5

<65%               95%+

Minimize number of days required 
to fill positions

Cumulative average 49.5 total days to
fill positions 

Rating: 3/5

68+ days        <38 days

Assignment of organizational, 
team and individual goals

97.2% of 357 individual and team goals
assigned by deadline

Rating: 5/5

<65%                          95%+

98.4% composite score for training completion

Rating: 5/5

<65%                          95%+

98.4% on time, across 2,190 appraisals

Rating: 5/5

<65%               95%+
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CSF 4 Key Metrics
(Fiscal 2021/22)
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Attainment of capital project 
schedule milestones

92.1% of scheduled milestones of 
capital improvement plan achieved 

Rating: 4/5

<70%               95%+

Adherence to capital project spend 
compared to approved budget

84.4% cumulative rolling projected annual 
budget spend

Rating: 4/5

<65%               90%+

Ensuring construction change orders 
remain within industry standards

0.9% percentage increase to total 
contract costs due to change orders

Rating: 5/5

7%+               <2%

Management of operating 
expenditures against approved budget

98.4% cumulative annual spend as a 
percent of budget

Rating: 5/5

105%+   98.1%-100%
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700 W. Liberty Street
Louisville, KY 40203

502.540.6000
LouisvilleMSD.org


