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Real-World Consequences

What is needed?
MSD estimates that $496 million 

is required to upgrade existing 

sewers and facilities to continue 

to convey sewage away from 

homes and businesses and keep 

the community safe from failing 

roadways and structures. 
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As Louisville’s sewer system continues to age, the likelihood of failure increases. 

The oldest sections of the system that collect wastewater from homes and businesses 

are located in the most densely populated and critical economic sectors of Louisville, 

while 75-year-old sections are located across the entire community. These systems 

were designed and built when Louisville was a much smaller community and are not 

equipped to handle today’s population or support future growth.  

A large portion of the sewer 

under Broadway in the heart 

of downtown Louisville is made 

of brick—not steel or concrete 

—and was built in 1867, shortly 

after the Civil War ended.  

Because it is made of bricks, 

the structure literally begins 

to “unravel” when just one 

or two bricks start to fail.


